
How Christians can reach others in a non-Christian culture 
 
Lesslie Newbigin was a missionary from Great Britain who spent 40 years working in India during the 20th 
century.  When Newbigin returned home, he was surprised to see that the church that had sent him to the 
mission field was unaware how the culture around them had changed.  What Newbigin meant was that the 
church in Western culture (America and Great Britain) had failed to understand that the culture around them 
had changed from a Christian culture to a non-Christian culture. 
 
When I pastored a church in central Illinois, I remember an older saint tell me about going to school in a one 
room school house near her farm.  She learned to spell with her spelling sampler that was based on the Bi-
ble.  R is for Ruth, D is for David, C is for Christ.  The Bible was so commonly used in the culture and so widely 
read and accepted as true, that it was normal to use it in a public school to train people to read.  Yet in Amer-
ica in 2019, we now find ourselves living in a non-Christian America.   As you read news accounts or watch TV 
shows, the church is often portrayed not as the solution, but as the problem.  Antiquated views of sexuality, 
and non-scientific perspectives of creation are only a small sample of topics that explain why the culture con-
siders the church out of touch with reality. 
  
As we face a non-Christian culture, one of the biggest shifts relates to church attendance.   In the old days, 
you built a church and opened the front door in Jefferson, Ohio and people would come.  Attending church 
was a cultural expectation for everyone.  But now more and more, people don’t even get married in church.  
Bartenders and family members now get ordained on the internet and perform wedding ceremonies at civic 
centers. 
  
As missionaries to the culture, Lesslie Newbigin knew that you would never open a church in India and ex-
pect people to come.  You had to go.  Go to where people were and begin allowing people to see the gospel 
often first through good deeds or acts of mercy.  It is no coincidence that two of our very own missionaries 
serve overseas through mercy ministry (Steve and Judy Revis helping with clean water and Bill and Ann Clem-
mer with medical assistance)—two important ways of meeting concrete needs of others.  
 
As our church looks to the Easter season, good deeds outside our church building and acts of compassion 
ministry will often be the open door in telling people about Jesus’ death and resurrection.  A non-Christian 
culture doesn’t initially believe the gospel, but it can’t refute the character of deeds done in kindness and 
love.   As you approach this Easter season, think of someone you can serve with an act of kindness, and then 
invite that person to church. Jesus of Nazareth was a prophet “powerful in word and deed” (Luke 24:19). 
May all of us at Jefferson First Baptist ask God for new ways we can serve our community as we seek to reach 
our world for Christ.            
            Pastor Kevin  
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April 
 

Birthdays 
Don Sarna    2 
Ruth Tanner     9 
Kevin Phillips  16 
Ed Pickard  18 
Cindy Fisher  29 
 

Anniversaries 
Larry & Donna Browning   13 
 
If you are not included in our 
birthday and/or anniversary 
lists and would like to be, 
please call Ed at 576-0390.  

Women of the church 
     A women’s society meeting will be 
held at the church on Monday, April 8 
at 7 p.m. Also, do not forget the 
monthly circle meetings.  
     This month, the Martha Circle will 
meet at 11:30 a.m. on Thursday, April 
18 at Barb Smith’s home. The Mary 
Elizabeth Circle will meet at 7:00 p.m. 
on April 23 at the church. 

Women’s Bible Studies 
Continue  

     The women’s morning and 
evening Bible studies will con-
tinue through April. The morn-
ing group is using Kay Arthur’s 
study on the book of Mark. 
The evening group is studying 
Beth Moore’s Jesus One and 
Only.  

Thank you, Barb Smith 
     Let’s give a huge thank 
you to Barb Smith for her 
years of service to our 
church as one of our 
morning worship pianists 
and organists and for her 
chairmanship of the mis-
sions committee.  
     Barb has stepped down 
from those areas of ser-
vice to Jefferson First Bap-
tist, but Barb and Art are not going anywhere. 
They will continue to be an active part of our 
fellowship. Barb still plays the keyboard for the  
hymn sing at Jefferson Health Care once a 
month. 

     
     This is an early heads up for all 
the would-be and professional 
disc golfers. Start getting in 
shape for the first outing at Lake 
Shore Park on Monday, May 6. 
     Even if you have never tried 
disc golf before, come on out. 
You do not have to be good at it 
(just ask Ed Pickard). It is fun, we 
have wonderful fellowship, and it 
is  great exercise. 
     We will know for certain that 
spring has sprung when golf discs 
start flying around Lake Shore 
Park.  

As Yvonne Woodworth and Sherry Cornell 
wait their turns, Daniel Phillips lets loose of 
his disc towards the target. 

Baptism class in Progress 
     Four people are currently 
taking a preparation-for-
baptism class being taught by 
Pastor Kevin. Augusten Bea-
ver, Daniel Phillips, Emma 
Phillips, and Josh Vail are 
attending the 10 week class.  
     The baptisms probably will 
take place in June or July. 

Easter week and Easter Sunday schedule 
 Thursday, April 18, 7 p.m.    Maundy Thursday service 
 Friday, April 19, 6 p.m.  Cross Walk (begins at our church) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Sunday, April 21, Easter 
    8 a.m.   Sunrise Service at Oakdale Cemetery 
    8:30      Breakfast in the fellowship hall 
    9:30      Sunday School 
   10:45     Easter Worship Service 



April 6 Easter Celebration; 95 Easter baskets looking for homes 
    April 6 is our Easter Celebration. Please invite a 
relative, friend, or neighbor with children to come 
and enjoy a fun morning of stories, a lunch, an egg 
hunt, a craft, and a chance to 
win a basket during our 
drawing.  
    There are enough baskets 
that everyone should go 
home with one they like! See 
you April 6 at11:00 am.  

Augusten Beaver is Jefferson Elementary School’s March Student of the Month 
     Congratulations to Augusten Beaver for being named the March Stu-
dent of the Month at Jefferson Elementary School.  
     Augusten’s teacher, Mrs. Smith and his intervention specialist, Miss 
Forinash, nominated Augusten. Mrs. Smith wrote the following about 
Augusten:  “I am very proud to nominate Augusten Beaver for student 
of the month. Augusten transferred to Jefferson Elementary this school 
year and has made huge strides since the beginning of the year.  
     Miss Forinash and I knew that Augusten was struggling academically 
and had a lot of work ahead of him. What we didn’t know, and were not 
expecting, was to learn that Augusten is one of the sweetest students 
that would ever come into our lives and the lives of the rest of the third 
grade class. His smile, enthusiasm, and HUGE hugs are contagious. He is 
so unbelievably smart, and when given the opportunity to share his 
knowledge verbally, he is bound to impress anyone….I am nominating 
Augusten because he has come so far and deserves to hear the words, ’you are doing so well, and we are un-
believably proud of you.’ It is our honor to nominate Augusten Beaver as student of the month.” 

Peter and Sarah McCurdy  
Missionaries of the Month 
     The Rev. Peter and Sarah McCurdy serve 
in Costa Rica at the invitation of the Feder-
ation of Baptists of Costa Rica. 
     Peter's ministry focus is spiritual renewal 
and spiritual formation. He serves local pas-
tors and seminary students, seeking to pro-
vide a safe and nurturing environment for 
them, their families and others pursuing a 
call to ministry. He will also extend his min-
istry into Cuba. Sarah, a former French 
teacher, is developing her role as an educa-
tor.  
     Peter and Sarah's hope is that, through 
their ministries, hearts and minds will be 
changed and people will grow into the im-
age of Christ.  

$2625 needed to send thirteen children to camp 
     Jefferson First Baptist is blessed to have several children 
and teens as a part of our 
church community now.  
     We are also blessed to have 
15 children and teens signed up 
to go to camp this summer at 
Koinonia. Thirteen of those 
campers need financial help to 
be able to attend. The cost for a child or teen runs between 
$90 for a one day camp to $415 for a one week Bible and 
Saddle Camp. The 15 from our church are everywhere in that 
range.  
     $2625 is our goal and the exact amount required to send 
to camp all 13 of the children needing financial help. This giv-
ing should be above your normal church offering. Please 
mark on your envelopes, “scholarships for camp.”  



FINANCIAL UPDATE 
     At the March 18 meeting, Larry 
Browning presented a printed financial 
report for the first two months of 2019.  
      Part of that report showed that actual 
expenses against budget were $21,523 
which is much higher by $5,772 than 
what the budget average would suggest . 
The increase was impacted by increased 
heating and electricity costs, plus insur-
ance, and a $2,400 invoice carryover 
from 2018. Hopefully this will all average 
out in coming months. 

March 18 church members meeting 
    The first church members meeting of 2019 was held in March. 
Pastor Kevin opened the meeting with a fine slide presentation 
on church attendance (average 57 over the past 9 months),  and 
a look at our future as we work at being intentional in our out-
reach to new families. 
     The members present voted Sue Allen into membership; 
please welcome Sue when you see her. John Dyrcz, Brenda 
Headley, and Sara Hinkle were elected as deacon and deacon-
esses. A vote was also taken to amend the budget in two areas. 
A new line item (#106) for $300 was added for Baptisms. Also 
line item 401 (Curriculum & Supplies) was increased from $1,000 
to $1,500.  

March 24, 2019 Prayer List 
If you have a concern to add to the prayer list for Sunday, contact Brenda Headley at 624-0232 or blouheadley@gmail.com. If you 
have an emergency request for the prayer chain, call Donna Browning (994-4451). If you cannot reach her, call Sara Hinkle (576-
9583) Give requests for sending cards to Carolyn Hansford. 
 

NEW THIS WEEK 
Caroline Woodworth was readmitted to UH on Saturday with complications.  
Carolyn Locy’s son Todd is undergoing 8 weeks of radiation in Aultman Hospital in Canton for cancer.  

 
SPECIAL NEEDS 

Diane Estep (Joan Carolin’s sister), Eleanor Herrmann, Lillian Laird, Willie Prine, John Stone Jr, Duane Tanner, Jeff 
White, David Woods (Brenda Philips’ brother), Gary York (Jane York’s son), Jane York, Clemmers & their mission work in 
Congo, Gary Webster (ALS – friend of Cornell’s), Ryan Hall – Joyce McClintock’s grandson – motorcycle accident, 
Charles Long 

TREATMENTS/CANCER 
Becky Adame, Becky Prine, Tim Prine, Yvonne Prine, Linda Salina (Shawn’s aunt), Artie Shaffer (Ellie's friend), Jane Wil-
son, Dave Ranson (Carolyn Hansford’s brother), Don Johnson (B. Headley’s cousin) 

 

COLLEGE STUDENTS 
Joanne Beckwith, Valarie Burlingame, Austyn Hamper, Abby Kovacs (Israel), William Oeffner 

 

MILITARY SERVICE 
Dan & Samantha Au, Patrick Bisigni, Jennifer Dyrcz, David Cline, Natasha Shreve, Evan Capela (in school), Dave Camp-
bell, Levi Mayfield (Navy) 

PLACE BOUND 
Bea Grassi - with nephew 
Ruth Gran – Jefferson Health Center 
Libby Mason – Austinburg  
David & Kathryn Neige – home/ Blossom Hill Hospice 
Anne Pinney (Ethel’s sister) – Geneva Village 
 Don Sarna – Austinburg  
Ruth Tanner – Jefferson Health Center – Rm 212 
Charlene Wise – Villa on the Lake (Conneaut) 
 

CHURCHES – Pastoral Searches 
Ashtabula First Baptist, Lenox Christian Fellowship  



 APRIL 2019 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 

 

1 2 
6:30 a.m. 
Men’s Bible  
            Study 

3 
 
6:00 Women’s 
      Bible Study 
6:30   Worship  
           Practice  
7:00  Prayer Mtg. 
   and Bible Study 

4 

9:00 Women’s  
Bible Study 

5 

6:30 Family 
         Night 

6 

11:00  Third 
Annual Easter 
Celebration 

7 
Communion 
 
9:30 Sunday  
         School 
10:45 Worship 
 

8 
Women’s 
Society Meeting 
7:00 at church 

9 

6:30 a.m. 
Men’s Bible  
            Study 
 
6:00 p.m.  
   Elders Meeting 

10 
 
6:00 Women’s 
      Bible Study 
6:30   Worship  
           Practice  
7:00  Prayer Mtg. 
   and Bible Study 

11 
9:00 Women’s  
     Bible Study 
 
2:30 Hymn  
            Sing 
 

12 
 
6:30 Family 
         Night 
 
 
 

13 

8:00 a.m.  
     Men’s  
     Breakfast  
 
 

14 PALM 
       SUNDAY 
 
9:30 Sunday  
         School 
10:45 Worship 
 

15 

   
16 
6:30 a.m. 
  Men’s Bible  
              Study 
 
 
 
 

17 
6:00 Women’s 
      Bible Study 
6:30   Worship  
           Practice  
7:00  Prayer Mtg. 
   and Bible Study 

18  
9:00  Women’s  
      Bible Study 
 
11:30 Martha  
  Circle at Barb  
             Smith’s  
7:00 Maundy  
          Thursday 
               Service 

19 
 

6:00 Cross Walk 
   begins at our 
      church             
 
 

20 
 
 

 

  

21    EASTER 
8:00 Sunrise  
         Service 
8:30 Breakfast 
9:30 Sunday 

         School 
10:45 Worship  

22 

 
 

 

23 
6:30 a.m. 
Men’s Bible  
            Study 
7:00 p.m.  Mary  
Elizabeth  Circle 
6:00 p.m.  
   Elders Meeting 

24 
6:00 Women’s 
      Bible Study 
6:30   Worship  
           Practice  
7:00  Prayer Mtg. 
   and Bible Study 
 

25 
 
9:00 Last 
     Women’s  
     Bible Study 
     on Mark 
 
 
 

26 
 
6:30 Family 
         Night 
 
 

  27  

 
 

28 
9:30 Sunday  
         School 
 
10:45 Worship 

29 
 

30 
 6:30 a.m. 
Men’s Bible  
               Study 
 

  
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

       
 
 
 

 



First Baptist Church 

85 West Jefferson St 

Jefferson OH  44047 

440-576-1631 (Fax 440-576-1630) 

Email: fbcjefferson@outlook.com 

Pastor  Kevin Phillips 

Sunday Services: 

9:30 a.m. Sunday School 

10:45 a.m. Morning Worship 

Nursery Care Provided 

7:00 p.m. Wednesday 
Prayer Meeting & Bible Study 

Elevator Chair Available 
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