
The Blessings of Corporate Prayer  
This past Friday, Ed Pickard and I had the opportunity to attend a one-day workshop led by Daniel Henderson on the 
topic of corporate prayer.  It was an encouraging and challenging time to think about how we as a church can grow in 
the area of corporate prayer.  
 
Let me offer five reasons why we should pray together corporately: 
 
1. Corporate prayer is considered the normal standard in the New Testament. 
Howard Hendricks once said that where prayer focuses, power falls from heaven.  It is not surprising to see God work 
powerfully in the Book of Acts, because the church is constantly praying!  The Book of Acts features prayer more than 
any New Testament book, and almost every instance of prayer is corporate.  Luke writes in Acts 1:13 that “the church 
constantly joined together in prayer.” Acts 2:42 tells us “The church devoted themselves to teaching and prayer.”   Acts 
4:24 finds the church  “raising their voices together in prayer” as they responded to Peter and John’s release.  One rea-
son we pray corporately is because of the normative example found in the New Testament church. 
 
2. Corporate prayer strengthens us. 
Sometimes when our faith is flagging, praying alongside others encourages and strengthens us.  I can’t tell you how 
many times I’ve been discouraged but had the chance to pray with others and my faith was lifted and strength-
ened.   Romans 15:2 tells us, “We who are strong ought to bear with the failings of the weak.”  If you want to strength-
en your faith, pray with those with strong faith. 
 
3. Corporate prayer stretches us. 
One thing that has grown my prayer life through the years is praying with others more mature than  I am.  Listening to 
their prayers, I am challenged to pray more biblically and pray longer.   As you pray corporately, there are often unin-
tended ways that God will bless you and stretch you. 
 
4. Corporate prayer builds unity.   
Unity was a big priority of Jesus’ prayer life (Jn 17:20-23).  In the Book of Acts, we see a pattern of believers praying 
together who are like minded (Acts 1:14), “with one mind they were continually devoted together in prayer.”  Prayer 
not only knits us together to each other, it connects us together to God’s mind in important ways.  In Matthew 6:10, 
Jesus teaches us not only “your will be done” but also “our Father,” that our heavenly Father belongs not just to “me,” 
but also to us as we pray to our common Father. 
 
5. God blesses and answers corporate prayer 
In Acts 4:29, the church cried out together to God for boldness.  Low and behold, Acts 4:31 mentions that God an-
swered their prayer and they were “filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke the word of God boldly.” 

This year, let me encourage you to think of ways you can participate in the corporate prayer life of First Baptist Church 
of Jefferson.  Maybe it is attending Wednesday night prayer meeting.  For others, it might involve praying together 
more intentionally in Sunday School or in your small group.  Prayer is something that God blesses.  As you look to 2019, 
lets commit to praying together, understanding the promise that “where prayer focuses power falls from heaven,” and 
let’s see what God does through us this year.   
 
           Pastor Kevin 
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March 
 

Birthdays 
Skip McClintock  19 
Daniel Phillips  19 
Emma Phillips  19  
Todd Hinkle  25 
Dave Diehl  26 
Sharon Long  31 
 

Anniversaries 
Dan & Doris Havens         19 
Kevin & Brenda Phillips   29 
 
If you are not included in our 
birthday and/or anniversary lists 
and would like to be, please call 
Ed at 576-0390.  Thank you! 
  

 
Nursery Schedule 

    Remember to volunteer 
for working in the nursery.  
Sign-up sheet is on the 
nursery room door. 
    The more we have sign 
up, the fewer Sundays each 
person would have to miss 
the worship service.  
    Everett (age 2) is very easy 
to care for. 

Hymn Sing in March  
     The Hymn Sing is on 
Thursday, March 14 at 2:30 
at Jefferson Health Care.  
We look forward to 
worshiping in song 
with you. Please 
join us! 

Baptist Women’s Missions and Birthcare of Ashtabula  

     B.W.M. are supporting Birthcare of Ashtabula in March and 
April. Birthcare has helped thousands of women, girls, fathers, 
and families from diverse backgrounds and with a variety of 
needs. They are married, divorced, single, and often very alone.  
     Housewives, teenager, college students and career women 
have all visited Birthcare’s offices. Many races, income levels, 
and religions are represented. Each person receives the same 
compassionate personal care. The doors remain open by the 
generosity of our outside supporters and it is an all volunteer  
organization. 
 

A list of needed items  
Diapers sizes 3, 4, and 5 (most needed), Receiving blankets, Any 
sleepers and onesies (for ages up to 2), Used clothing up to age 
3 (clean and folded please), Sippy cups. Car seats, Cribs, Bassi-
nets, and Highchairs.  

Thank you for your help! 
     Thank you for such a great response in 
donations for the Goodie Boxes. We had 
a perfect assortment and just the right 
amount to fill about 18 boxes and bags. 
Five of us made quick works packing and 
labeling; then three more people joined 
us in the task of delivering and mailing 
them to college students, service people, 
shut-ins and nursing home residents. We 
also mailed five cards.  
     What a demonstration of our Christian 
love—for those who received the good-
ies and to those people around them. 
  Joan Carolin 
  Jefferson Baptist Women 

THANK YOU! 
To the Women’s Missionary Society and 
FBC contributors. Through the years, I 
always enjoyed helping put together the 
Valentine bags of goodies. Now today, I 
received one! It was a very beautiful bag, 
filled with many various things. Blessings 
to all who helped with this mission pro-
ject. Thank you.  
   Ruth Tanner 

THANK YOU! 

What a great Happy Valentines Day Sur-
prise. Thank you Mary Elizabeth and Mar-
tha Circles, and all who packed, filled, and 
delivered this “Purse” of goodies. God 
Bless You. 
   Doris Kuncz 

Women’s Evening Bible Study Begins  

     The women’s evening Bible study begins Wednesday, March 
6 from 6 to 8 p.m.; they are using Beth Moore’s Jesus One and 
Only.   

     The women’s morning Bible study continues to meet on 
Thursday mornings from 9 to 11 a.m. They are using  Kay Ar-
thur’s study on the book of Mark.   

 Church Luncheon Is March 10 

     Have you been to one of our church lunch-
eons (potlucks) yet? We continue to have a 
great variety of dishes, and it is all VERY 
GOOD. The luncheons always follow the 
church service on the sec-
ond Sunday of each month..  
     Plan to attend on March 
10 and bring a  
covered dish to share.  



Easter Celebration for  
Children on April 6 
 
     April 6 will be here before we know it. 
(Didn’t we just celebrate Christmas?) Our 
third annual Easter Celebration will be held 
Saturday, April 6, from 11:00 am -1:00 pm. 
We will again be making up Easter Baskets 
and are in need of candy and other fillers. 
Please try to have the candy and goodies for 
the baskets in by March 17.  
     There will also be cartons of empty eggs in 
the foyer that need to be filled with candy or 
other goodies and returned by March 24. 
Thank you for your continued support of this 
outreach.  
     Please mark your calendars and plan to 
attend/ help. A great time was had by those attending last year.  A sign-up sheet will be on the office win-
dow if you would like to help. Hope to see you all there.      Brenda Headley  

Koinonia Is Our 
March Mission Partner 

 
     Koinonia Camp & Conference 
Center is our mission partner for 
March.  We have been sending chil-
dren and teens to Koinonia for over 
50 years. Summer camping season is 
just around the corner, beginning in 
June. All the camps are listed here, 
and there will also be a complete 
schedule  and retreat list on the bul-
letin board at the north entrance to 
the church sanctuary.  
     You may use an envelope in the 
pew to add extra money to the $600 
that will go to camp this month. 

Start Thinking Easter Flowers 
We know it is early, but would you like to help decorate the sanctuary for Easter? A 
form will be available on the welcome table in the foyer; please fill out the form with 
your name and all needed information.  The cost this year will be $8.00. Thank you for 
your participation.  
The Flower Committee 



Feb. 27, 2019 Prayer List 
If you have a concern to add to the prayer list for Sunday, contact Brenda Headley at 624-0232 or blouheadley@gmail.com. If you 
have an emergency request for the prayer chain, call Donna Browning (994-4451). If you cannot reach her, call Sara Hinkle (576-
9583) Give requests for sending cards to Carolyn Hansford. 
 

NEW THIS WEEK 
Caroline Woodworth is scheduled to have heart surgery on March 7. Jane York is back at Jefferson Health Center.  

Sympathy to Bill and Ruth Anne Offutt on the loss of his father this week.  

Charles Long is home recovering after hip surgery. 

 
SPECIAL NEEDS 

Diane Estep (Joan Carolin’s sister), Eleanor Herrmann, Lillian Laird, Willie Prine, John Stone Jr, Duane Tanner, Jeff 

White, David Woods (Brenda Philips’ brother), Gary York (Jane York’s son), Jane York, Clemmers & their mission work 

in Congo, Gary Webster (ALS – friend of Cornell’s), Ryan Hall – Joyce McClintock’s grandson – motorcycle accident 

 

TREATMENTS/CANCER 
Becky Adame, Becky Prine, Tim Prine, Yvonne Prine, Linda Salina (Shawn’s aunt), Artie Shaffer (Ellie's friend), Jane Wilson, Dave 

Ranson (Carolyn Hansford’s brother), Micky (D. Woodworth’s friend), Don Johnson (B. Headley’s cousin) 

 

COLLEGE STUDENTS 
Joanne Beckwith, Valarie Burlingame, Austyn Hamper, Abby Kovacs (Israel), William Oeffner 

 

MILITARY SERVICE 
Dan & Samantha Au, Patrick Bisigni, Jennifer Dyrcz, David Cline, Natasha Shreve, Evan Capela (in school), Dave Camp-

bell (deploying in Feb.), Levi Mayfield (Navy) 

 

PLACE BOUND 
Bea Grassi - with nephew 

Ruth Gran – Jefferson Health Center 

Libby Mason – Austinburg  

David & Kathryn Neige – home/ Blossom Hill Hospice 

Anne Pinney (Ethel’s sister) – Geneva Village 

 Don Sarna – Austinburg  

Ruth Tanner – Jefferson Health Center – Rm 212 

Charlene Wise – Villa on the Lake (Conneaut) 

CHURCHES – Pastoral Searches 
Ashtabula First Baptist - Lenox Christian Fellowship - Dorset Baptist  

FINANCIAL UPDATE 
     What follows is a financial report on 
the income for January and February. 

     According to our budget, the income 
needed for our Current Fund the first 
two months of 2019 is $16,424. The in-
come actually received was  $15,760 or 
$664 short of our budget. 

     Keep in mind, that we were snowed 
out in one Sunday in January. 

Town Hall Meeting on March 18 
    The first town hall meeting  of 2019 will take 
place at 6:30 p.m. on Monday, March 19. At 
this time, the elders are planning to have at 
least three items of church business for cur-
rent members to vote on. Votes will be taken 
on new deacons, one new church member, 
and some financial adjustments to the budget.  

Other items may be added to the agenda before the meeting.  
    All members should plan on attending . 



 MARCH 2019 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 

 

   

 

 1 

6:30 Family 
         Night 

2 

 

3 
Communion 
 
9:30 Sunday  
         School 
10:45 Worship 
 

4 5 

6:30 a.m. 
Men’s Bible  
            Study 
 
 

6 ASH 
   WEDNESDAY 
6:00 Women’s 
      Bible Study 
6:30   Worship  
           Practice  
7:00  Prayer Mtg. 
   and Bible Study 

7 
9:00  
  Women’s  
     Bible Study 
 
 

8 
 
6:30 Family 
         Night 
 
 
 

9 
 
 
 

10 
9:30 Sunday  
         School 
10:45 Worship 
12:00 Church 
     Luncheon 
 

11 

   
12 
6:30 a.m. 
  Men’s Bible  
              Study 
 
6:00 p.m.  
   Elders Meeting 

13 
6:00 Women’s 
      Bible Study 
6:30   Worship  
           Practice  
7:00  Prayer Mtg. 
   and Bible Study 

14    
9:00  
  Women’s  
    Bible Study 
 
2:30 Hymn  
         Sing  

15 
 

6:30 Family 
         Night 
 
 
 

16 
8:00 a.m.  
     Men’s  
     Breakfast  
 
 

17 
9:30 Sunday  
         School 
 
10:45 Worship 

 

18 

 
6:30 p.m. 
TOWN HALL 
MEETING 
 

19 
6:30 a.m. 
Men’s Bible  
            Study 
6:30 p.m.  Mary  
Elizabeth  Circle 
 

20   
6:00 Women’s 
      Bible Study 
6:30   Worship  
           Practice  
7:00  Prayer Mtg. 
   and Bible Study 
 

21 
9:00  
 Women’s  
   Bible Study 
 
11:00 Martha  
           Circle   
 

22 
 
6:30 Family 
         Night 
 
 

  23  

 
 

24 
9:30 Sunday  
         School 
 
10:45 Worship 

25 
 

26 
 6:30 a.m. 
Men’s Bible  
               Study 
6:00 p.m.  
   Elders Meeting 

27  
6:00 Women’s 
      Bible Study 
6:30   Worship  
           Practice  
7:00  Prayer Mtg. 
   and Bible Study 

28 
9:00  
Women’s  
Bible Study 
 

29 
 
6:30 Family 
         Night 

30 
 

31 

9:30 Sunday  
         School 
10:45 Worship 

      
 
 
 

 



First Baptist Church 

85 West Jefferson St 

Jefferson OH  44047 

440-576-1631 (Fax 440-576-1630) 

Email: fbcjefferson@outlook.com 

Pastor  Kevin Phillips 

Sunday Services: 

9:30 a.m. Sunday School 

10:45 a.m. Morning Worship 

Nursery Care Provided 

7:00 p.m. Wednesday 
Prayer Meeting & Bible Study 

Elevator Chair Available 
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