
How to Become a Welcoming Church 
     One book that has recently challenged my thinking about church is the book, “Becoming a Welcoming 
Church” by author Thom Rainer.  Thom Rainer is a church leader who is seeking to revitalize churches in the 
United States and help them become more effective in reaching people and being a growing church. 
     I recently finished reading this book and two of our adult Sunday School classes have recently read this 
book.   Let me share some of my observations from this book that have challenged me. 

Signage:  This past spring, we hosted a luncheon for Becky Prine’s funeral with a lot of new people visiting 
out church.  Many of us were surprised by how difficult it was for people to find the bathrooms.  We 
all know where the bathrooms are, but it was a reminder that we don’t have signage that help people 
find the bathroom or other places in our church.  The church is so familiar to us, but new people vis-
iting give us a glimpse into what the church is like for a new comer.  Signage inside and outside the 
church is extremely important as we seek to reach new people.  This is something we can think about 
together as we seek to reach Jefferson for Christ. 

The internet:  Last summer I was pleasantly surprised by how many visitors from nearby campgrounds 
and other sites came to our church on Sunday mornings.  When I asked them how they found out 
about us, most often they mentioned visiting our website.  This was a reminder to me that our web-
site is one of our churches most important platforms for visibility.  Rainer’s book mentions that “most 
guests go to your church website before they ever set foot on your church property.”  He also men-
tions, “seven of ten guests will go to a church website as a determinative factor in where they will 
choose to visit.”  Rainer mentions that just as you would never leave dirty socks at the front of your 
house, so your website needs to be a clean welcome mat for new people.  It was a reminder to me to 
be thinking about our website.  

     See the lens of the church through the eyes of someone brand new.  This book pushes us to think about 
what it would be like to be a brand new visitor.  I often ask new visitors for their impressions of our church, 
and they do have something to teach us.  If you haven’t read Rainer’s book yet, let me encourage you to grab 
a copy here at the office.  It’s a quick read and it is full of great ideas. 
     I think our church is a friendly place and our family has felt welcome here in Jefferson.  Yet this book en-
courages me to think in new ways regarding how we might practice the gift of hospitality as we welcome 
new people.  This is a role where everyone can have a part.  If you have ideas about how we can become 
even more welcoming than we are, contact any of the elders or deacons.  This is a job we all need to do  
together.    
            Pastor Kevin  
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We have had two excellent Sunday evening vespers. Thank you to the 
Phillips family and the Buenos Amigos class for hosting the first two. The 
next one is 6 p.m. on July 14 at the home of Garry & Brenda Headley.  
Let Pastor Kevin know if you would like to host a vespers! 
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Happy Birthday! 
Art Smith  10 
Terri Kozlowski  11 
Fran Roberts  15 
Ellen Cline  16 
Yvonne Woodworth 24 
Brandon Boomhower 25 
Frankie Snyder  28 
John Dyrcz, Sr.  29 
Kathryn Neige  29 

 
Happy Anniversary! 

Jim & Robin Reiter 17 
Art & Barb Smith            29 
David & Kathryn Neige  29 
Royal & Caroline  
            Woodworth         31 

    If you are not included in 
our birthday and/or anniver-
sary lists and would like to be, 
please call Ed at 576-0390.  

FINANCIAL UPDATE 
   Our giving continues to be almost 
right on target to cover the expens-
es as projected in our 2019 budget. 
With additional costs added to the 
budget at the June Town Hall 
meeting, we need $2,136 each 
week to meet our budget.  In June 
so far, you have given $9,992 
through the first four Sundays. 

Operation Christmas Child Full Circle Speaker 

     On Saturday, August 10, our church will be 
hosting an Operation Christmas Child Full Cir-
cle Speaker event. Our speaker will be Mariya 
Snizhlo who received a shoebox as a child in 
the Ukraine, but now lives in Cleveland and 
works with Operation Christmas Child to 
share her story.  
     Last year Mariya spoke at Peoples Church 
in Geneva and some of our members had the 
opportunity to hear her testimony of how 
God used a shoebox gift to impact her life.  I 
encourage you to come and see the differ-
ence your shoeboxes can make in a child’s 
life.  
     Mariya will speak at 9am on in the Fellowship Hall. There also will be 
tables displaying information on The Journey of a Shoebox, volunteering 
opportunities with OCC and ideas for packing shoeboxes. Light Refresh-
ments will be served. 
     P.S. A lot of stores have Back to School Sale in July. This a great time to 
pick up school supplies for your shoeboxes! 

Thank you notes 
Thank you for the cards and  
prayers I received before and after 
my knee surgery.         Ken Fertig 
      
Thank you for the use of the church 
and for preparing food for the  
funeral dinner.   
     The Sarna family 
    

 
This is just one of 
the cards from the 
children that all of 
you have helped 
to go to Camp  
Koinonia this sum-
mer. 
The title of the 
Koinonia news-
letter is “Changed 
Lives.” 
Fifteen of our chil-
dren and teens 
had the opportuni-
ty to have their 
lives changed through meeting Jesus at camp. 

Nursery Workers Needed 
    Please remember to volun-
teer for working in the  
nursery.  The sign-up sheet is 
on the nursery room door. 
    The more we have sign up, 
the fewer Sundays each per-
son would have to miss the 
worship service.  
     WE NEED MORE HELP!  

Gary Frost to preach here 
On  Sunday , July  21 

   Gary Frost, 
the  Associa-
tional Mission-
ary (adminis-
trator) of the 
Steel Valley 
Baptist Associ-
ation will be 

bringing the morning message 
on Sunday, July 21. 
    Gary met with us in June on 
a Wednesday  evening to an-
swer questions about what it 
means to be a part of the 
Southern Baptist Convention. 



Bill Mayfield Recovering from a Stroke 
     Bill Mayfield suffered a stroke on June 10. After 
major surgery and further treatment, Bill is now at 
Continuing Care Campus, 10977 Capital Parkway, 
Concord Township, OH 44077, and would certainly 
appreciate get well cards. 
     Billie, Bill’s wife, said to tell everyone, “Please let 
everyone know I say thank you so very much with 
all my heart forever, for everything you've all done. 
It’s very appreciated; I didn't know what I was go-
ing to do about having money for gas and other 
things. Thank you for your help and prayers.” 

Flowers Spruce Up Our Church 
     How about giv-
ing  a big “Thank 
you” to those 
people responsi-
ble for the spruc-
ing up of the 
grounds around 
the front and east 
side of the church 
and fellowship 
hall. 
     The Salt and Light class planted the flowers out-
side the foyer and have posted a “Water and Weed” 
signup list outside of the church office door. 
     Kay Havens handled the planting of flowers in 
front of the sign out front. Rick Havens pulled out an 
old shrub near the basement entrance and planted 
three azalea bushes along with spreading some grass 
seed in the area. 
     Cindy Fischer spent of couple of mornings doing a 
LOT of weeding on the east side of the church, and 
she placed four poles and hanging baskets along the 
east side of the fellowship hall. She even spent one 
morning working in the rain. 

Jefferson Baptist Women’s Mission Care & Share for July and August 
     The J.B.W.M. is supporting Heart Reach Neighborhood Ministries for July & August! Yes, Neighborhood 
Ministries has combined with Heart Reach Ministries to make a single Christian outreach to the Youngstown, 
Ohio area; but our support is still very much needed. They need our prayers and our donations. H.R.N.M has 
expanded their outreach into more communities in the Youngstown area. In the 2010 census, Youngstown 
was one of six cities in the  country with a poverty rate over 40%. And of the children living in Youngstown, 
66%  live in poverty! Please consider donating to Heart Reach Neighborhood Ministries!  
     Items needed include paper products, school supplies, healthy & beauty, linens (both new & used), baby 
items and miscellaneous. The list is on the bulletin board in the foyer (including miscellaneous items). 
Thank you in advance for your support! 

Bible Study This Summer  
for Moms and Daughters 
     Brenda Phillips  will be 
leading a Bible/Book Study 
for moms and daughters 
(ages 9-12) on Thursday  
evenings from 6:30-8:00 
p.m. starting July 18 and  
going through the end of 
August (we will skip July 25 
due to VBS).   
     More information can 
be found on the website  
under events.  Books need 
to be purchased at Amazon or CBD or other book out-
lets.  Come on July 18 ready to discuss the introduc-
tion and the first three chapters.   
     If you have any questions, contact Brenda Phillips at 
312-972-3590 with questions. 
 
https://www.jeffersonfbc.com/events-2 

New hanging baskets installed by 
Cindy Fischer. 

 

Peter and Sarah McCurdy  
Missionaries of the Month 
     The Rev. Peter and Sarah McCurdy serve in Costa 
Rica at the invitation of the Federation of Baptists of 
Costa Rica. 
     Peter's ministry focus is spiritual renewal and spir-
itual formation. He serves local pastors and seminary 
students, seeking to provide a safe and nurturing 
environment for them, their families and others pur-
suing a call to ministry.  
     Peter, Sarah, and their children are now at home 
in Ridgway, Pennsylvania, on furlough for a year.       



Passing of Ruth DeMott 
     In a note to the Buenos Amigos Class 
      
     “Thank you for your birthday wishes 
for our mother, Ruth. We regret to in-
form you that Ruth passed away five 
days before her 100th birthday.  
     After looking forward to turning 100 
for almost a year, Mom seemed to have 
changed her thinking. On Mother’s Day, 
she was reminded that in 18 days she 
would be turning 100., to which she re-
sponded, ‘What if I do not want to live to 
be 100?’ After being told that a big party 
was being planned for her, she respond-
ed, “Heaven is better.”  
     The following Friday, she had a stroke 
and passed way on May 25, 2019. Thank 
you again for the card you sent. 
  Sincerely, 
  Ruth’s children 
 
(Pastor Richard Demott and wife, Ruth, 
served the Jefferson church from May, 
1955, to Nov. ,1963. )   

Rome, Paul, and the Underground Church July 22-26 
  

     VBS is just around the corner and we are gearing 
up to travel back in time to visit Paul and the Under-
ground church on July 22-26. We will be meeting 
from 6-8 pm each evening to enjoy our visit with 
Paul, train for the Olympic games, try our hand as an 
apprentice to the various trade people in the Roman 
market, and enjoy a snack while in the marketplace.  
     We need some help getting our snack supplies to-
gether and would appreciate donations of cheese 
(chunks), crackers, olives, veggies (carrots, celery, cu-
cumbers, etc.), fruits (apples – figs, raisins, grapes), 
bread  (Italian uncut loaf), even a few cookies! These 

can be brought to the church on July 21.  I also need some blankets or rugs for the children to sit on.  
     Thank you to all who have and are helping in any way. Pray that the children & their families will learn 

about the love of God during this week. Let your children, grandchildren, neighbors, anyone know they can 
register online at the church website. (www.jeffersonfbc.com) 
     We will be setting up for Bible School on Friday July 19tat 9:00 and would appreciate anyone  
who can help. 
 

VBS PRAYER CHECKLIST 
 

Use This List to Pray for VBS 
 

• Pray for all the planning that 
is being done for this year’s 
VBS. 
• Pray that we would have all 
the volunteers we need for a 
successful VBS. 
• Pray for health and safety 
for all volunteers, church staff, 
and children coming to VBS. 

• Pray that the signup process would be smooth and 
easy for parents and staff. 

• Pray that every day of VBS would run smoothly. 
• Pray that all of the children coming to VBS would leave 

knowing that Jesus loves them. 
• Pray that children will make a commitment to follow 

Jesus at VBS. 
• Pray that new families would join the church as a  
     result of VBS.  

http://www.jeffersonfbc.com
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 

 

1 2 
6:30 a.m. 
Men’s Bible  
            Study 
6:00 p.m.  
   Elders  

3 4 
 
INDEPENDENCE  
          DAY 

5 
 

6 

 

7 
Communion 
9:30 Sunday  
         School 
10:45 Worship 
 

8     
6:15 Salt & 
Flight at Lake 
    Shore Park 
6:30 Women’s 
Society Meeting 
All women are 
invited to attend 

9 
6:30 a.m. 
Men’s Bible  
            Study 
 
 

10 
6:30   Worship  
           Practice 
  
7:00  Prayer 
Mtg. 
   and Bible 

11 
2:30 Hymn  
            Sing 

12 
 
 

13 
 

  

14 
9:30 Sunday  
         School 
10:45 Worship 
6:00 Vespers 
    at Headley’s 
 

15 
 
6:15 Salt & 
Flight at Lake 
    Shore Park 

16 
6:30 a.m. 
  Men’s Bible  
              Study 
6:00 p.m.  
   Elders  
   Meeting 

17 
6:30   Worship  
           Practice  
 
7:00  Prayer 
Mtg. and Bible 
Study 

18 
 
 
 
 
 
 

19 
 

 

     

20 
8:00 a.m.  
     Men’s  
     Breakfast  
 
 

21   
9:30 Sunday 
         School 
 
10:45 Worship 
Gary Frost will 
be preaching 

22 

 
 
 

 

23 
6:30 a.m. 
Men’s Bible  
            Study 
 

24 
 
 
 

25 
 
 
 
 

26 
 
 

  27  

 
 

28       
9:30 Sunday 
         School 
10:45 Worship 
 
 

29 
 
6:15 Salt & 
Flight at Lake 
    Shore Park 

30 
 6:30 a.m. 
Men’s Bible  
               Study 
 

31 
6:30   Worship  
           Practice  
7:00  Prayer 
Mtg. and Bible 
Study 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

       
 
 
 

 

6:00 to 8:00 VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  
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9:30 a.m. Sunday School 
10:45 a.m. Morning Worship 

Nursery Care Provided 
 

7:00 p.m. Wednesday 
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