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Trouble at the Inn 

(In this classic story from the December, 1966, Guideposts magazine, a child puts the true meaning of Christmas  
into the annual holiday pageant. ) 

     For years now, whenever Christmas pageants are talked about in a certain little town in the Midwest, someone is sure to men-
tion the name of Wallace Purling. 
     Wally's performance in one annual production of the Nativity play has slipped into the realm of legend. But the old-timers who 
were in the audience that night never tire of recalling exactly what happened. 
     Wally was nine that year and in the second grade, though he should have been in the fourth. Most people in town knew that he 
had difficulty keeping up. He was big and awkward, slow in movement and mind. 
     Still, Wally was well liked by the other children in his class, all of whom were smaller than he, though the boys had trouble hid-
ing their irritation when Wally would ask to play ball with them or any game, for that matter, in which winning was important. 
     They'd find a way to keep him out, but Wally would hang around anyway—not sulking, just hoping. He was a helpful boy, always 
willing and smiling, and the protector, paradoxically, of the underdog. If the older boys chased the younger ones away, it would be   
Wally who'd say, "Can't they stay? They're no bother." 
     Wally fancied the idea of being a shepherd in the Christmas pageant, but the play's director, Miss Lumbard, assigned him a 
more important role. After all, she reasoned, the innkeeper did not have too many lines, and Wally's size would make his refusal of 
lodging to Joseph more forceful. 
     And so it happened that the usual large, partisan audience gathered for the town's yearly extravaganza of crooks and creches, 
of beards, crowns, halos and a whole stageful of squeaky voices. 
     No one on stage or off was more caught up in the magic of the night than Wallace Purling. They said later that he stood in the 
wings and watched the performance with such fascination that Miss Lumbard had to make sure he didn't wander onstage before 
his cue. 
     Then the time came when Joseph appeared, slowly, tenderly guiding Mary to the door of the inn. Joseph knocked hard on the 
wooden door set into the painted backdrop. Wally the innkeeper was there, waiting. 

"What do you want?" Wally said, swinging the door open with a brusque gesture. 
"We seek lodging." 
"Seek it elsewhere." Wally spoke vigorously. "The inn is filled." 
"Sir, we have asked everywhere in vain. We have traveled far and are very weary." 
"There is no room in this inn for you." Wally looked properly stern. 
"Please, good innkeeper, this is my wife, Mary. She is heavy with child and needs a place to rest. Surely you must have 
   some small corner for her. She is so tired." 

     Now, for the first time, the innkeeper relaxed his stiff stance and looked down at Mary. With that, there was a long pause, long 
enough to make the audience a bit tense with embarrassment. 

"No! Begone!" the prompter whispered. 
"No!" Wally repeated automatically. "Begone!" 

     Joseph sadly placed his arm around Mary and Mary laid her head upon her husband's shoulder and the two of them started to 
move away. The innkeeper did not return inside his inn, however. Wally stood there in the doorway, watching the forlorn couple. 
His mouth was open, his brow creased with concern, his eyes filling unmistakably with tears. 
And suddenly this Christmas pageant became different from all others. 

"Don't go, Joseph," Wally called out. "Bring Mary back." And Wallace Purling's face grew into a bright smile. "You can have 
   my room." 

     Some people in town thought that the pageant had been ruined. Yet there were others—many, many others—who considered 
it the most Christmas of all Christmas pageants they had ever seen.  
   
     (Outside of the Bible passages in Matthew and Luke, this is Ed Pickard’s favorite Christmas story.  If we tell Jesus, “You can have 
my room,” haven’t we started to fulfill the two Great Commandments that Jesus gave us?) 



Offering envelopes for 2018 
If you have never used offering envelopes and would like to try them, 
please call Jerie (576-0390). Those who have had envelopes will receive 
their box for 2018 unless you notify Jerie that you do not want them. 
 

December 

Happy Birthday! 

Guy Hansford   2 

Jerry Greene   6 

Jerry Turchik   9 

Geri Kamler               15 

Kristel Turchik              26 

Garth Cornell                31 

 

Happy Anniversary! 

John & Nancy Dyrcz               19  

 

Mary Elizabeth Circle  
   Tuesday, December 19 at 6:30 p.m. 
Martha Circle  
   Thursday, December 21 at 11 a.m. 
 

Hymn Sing 

December 14 at 2:30 p.m.   

Jefferson Healthcare. 

Current Fund 
Current Fund for October 

 
Income                          Expenditures                Balance as of Oct 31 

       $13,850.32        $6,544.59         $37,467.77 

It’s Cookie Time 

It’s that time of year, to make dozens of cookies for 

the Christmas concerts. We will be serving about 600 

guests, so it takes lots of cookies and they like            

homemade the  best! Please sign up on the sheet in 

the foyer or see Carolyn Hansford if you can help. 

TUESDAY AM BOOK CLUB 

After reading, studying, and discussing 
two great books, the AM Book Club is 
taking a December break.  
We will start up again in January. 



Christmas Stocking 
Holidays sure do come fast around for now we are in the Christmas season where we do extra giving and mission work 
for someone in our area. This year we will, again, put up the Christmas Stocking on the mission board. We would like 
you, as the congregation, to cover the board with Christmas Cards that you would normally send to friends in the 
church. We do this every year and it seems to be a wonderful thing to do for some neighboring needs and it, also, 
helps to decorate our church. When you place a card on the board, please put the postage you would be spending, in 
the stocking. This year, we will be supporting the Salvation Army. This money will be staying right here in our village 

Breakfast in Bethlehem 

December 16                            

10 a.m. to Noon  

at the church. 

Come enjoy a birthday party 
for Jesus, including a free 
breakfast, stories & crafts! 
 
Bring a canned good for 
Manna   (if you are able) 

Retired Ministers and Missionaries Offering  
     As we prepare for the 2017 Retired Ministers and Missionaries Offering (RMMO) 
on behalf of American Baptist Churches USA, please take a moment to reflect on 
our theme this year, “Generous Congregations.”  
     Helping those in need is one of the major themes of the Bible and of Jesus’ min-
istry. The prophet Isaiah reminds us, “But generous people plan to do what is gen-
erous, and they stand firm in their generosity.” (Isaiah 32:8 NLT) Generosity is cen-
tral to our faith. As Christians, we are called to serve and care for others, and 
RMMO aligns with the collective spirit of love that inspires us all to honor the devo-
tion of ministers and their families for their service to the church. Since RMMO be-
gan in 1977, it has helped provide much needed thank you checks to retired minis-
ters, missionaries, their widowed spouses and families—those who have dedicated 
their lives to God’s service. In 2016, RMMO raised $1,059,444, and more than 3,443 
checks were distributed to recipients and their families.  

Prayer Concerns 
                                                                                                                                                                                                             
If you have a concern you would like on the prayer list for Sunday, contact Brenda Headley at (440-624-4225 
or blouheadley@gmail.com). If you have an emergency request for the prayer chain, call Donna Browning 
(994-4451). If you cannot reach her, call either the church office (576-1631) or Sara Hinkle (576-9583). Re-
quests for cards to be sent should be given to Carolyn Hansford.  
New Concerns:  
Continue to pray for those affected by the recent hurricanes, earthquakes & wild fires. Continue to pray for 
the victims & families of the shootings in Las Vegas. Ashtabula First Baptist, Doris Kuncz.  
 
On Going Concerns:  The life and direction of First Baptist Church, Diane Gregg (healing of her eye), Larry 
Fisher, Glenda Graham, David & Kathryn Neige, Jeffrey Wilcox, Eleanor Herrmann, Gary Webster - ALS, Becky 
Adame, Jayne Stepp, Tim Prine, Susan Smith, Don Sarna, Duane Tanner, Carol Sprinkle, John Shaffer (Ellie's 
friend-cancer & salvation). Debbie Leech - softening of brother's heart & a place to live, Dorset Church, Doris 
Kuncz, Sheryl Shoenberger, Nancy Hopes, Charlene Wise, Sherry Comp, Shawn Mullins, Harry Prine. 
 
College students: Joanne Beckwith, Valarie Burlingame, Steven Butcher, Abby Kovacs, Brenden Legg, Naomi 
Oeffner, William Oeffner. 
 
Service People:  Dan and Samantha Au, Patrick Bisigni, Alex Cash, Jennifer Dyrcz, Natasha Shreve (home - 
senior year), Andrey Kamler. 
 
Senior Members & Friends: Nursing Home Seniors:  Ruth Gran, Anne Pinney (Ethel’s sister). 
 
Shut-ins and Homebound:  Jean Friedrich, Bea Grassi. 



A.B.W.M. Care & Share for December  Is the 
Beatitude House 

  The A.B.W.M is collecting items for the month of Decem-
ber. 
The Beatitude House helps break the cycle of poverty and 
homelessness in Ashtabula County by offering a transition-
al housing program to women and children. The sit is lo-
cated at the old St. Joseph’s school on Lake  Avenue in 
Ashtabula. 
For a full list please see the bulletin board in the foyer. 
Cleaning supplies: Lysol/Clorox cleaning sprays and wipes, 
toilet bowl cleaner, window cleaner, dish soap and all-
purpose cleaner. 
Over the counter medicines: All types for children and 
adults, First Aid supplies.  
Personal Care: liquid hand soap, body wash & soap, femi-
nine products, band aids, diaper (larger sizes), children’s 

socks & underwear, baby wipes, deodorant and tooth-
paste.   
Office Supplies stamps, highlighters, copier paper, staples, 
hanging file folders, pens, card stock, index cards.                                                                         
Household &  Paper products : trash bags (13 gallon);, 
sponge mops & buckets, plastic sandwich bags (qt & gal as 
well), tin foil & plastic wrap, plastic food containers, re-
chargeable batteries, tissues, paper towels, toilet paper, 
light bulbs, gas cans, tool kits, brooms & dustpans.                                                                         
Apartment Items: kitchen utensils, cutting boards, kitchen 
wall clocks, dishes, pots & pans, dish rack kitchen tools. 
Coffee makers, hand mixers & bowls, pot holders, wall 
clocks, laundry baskets, bag less vacuums., towels (bath & 
kitchen0, alarm clocks, bed pillows, shower curtain & 
rings, twin sheet sets, throw rugs & doormats, trash cans 
(lr & small) & bath mats.                
Gift Cards: Giant Eagle, BP, Speedway, Sheetz, Aldi, Save-A
-Lot, Walmart, Kmart, CVS, Rite-Aid & Walgreens. 

Buenos Amigos Class Celebrates 70 year Anniversary 

     At  the Lunch Bunch on Nov.21,  the Buenos Amigos Class shared our 70th anniversary as a class, by provid-
ing a beautiful decorated cake for dessert.  Barbara Smith, class president,  gave a program sharing history 
and memories of the class.  Ruth Tanner, Caroline Woodworth, and former pastor, Bill Offutt (in a letter) con-
tributed other memories.  The class was first organized in 1947 with Betty  Mae (Jones) Shear as class presi-
dent, and Howard Havens as teacher.  They set a meeting time for each month for class party or activity.  
This has continued until recent years as members have aged. One highlighted memory was the class always 
doing mock weddings to celebrate member’s 25th wedding anniversaries.  Another memory was planting a 
field of wheat and selling the wheat to send the money as a mission project. 
     A picture album was shared that showed class members in activities from the 1960’s through this current 
year.  These activities include field trips to Middlefield, Hymn Sings at Jefferson Health Care, decorating 
Christmas trees, redecorating the Prayer Room, sponsoring a HALO family, and party pictures.  The class has 
contributed to many mission projects, and has kept in contact with Job Clement, whom we sponsored when 
he was a seminary student many years ago. 
  A memorial time was read by Carolyn Hansford, honoring those 25 class members who have died in 
the past 10 years.  She noted that the class prepares us by Bible study, fellowship, and giving to others.  We 
truly are best friends, or “Buenos Amigos.” 

Very Successful Operation Christmas Child 
Dear friends, I would like to thank you for your participation in Operation Christmas Child this year.  It was a 
blessing to see so many people take part in this ministry.   
     One hundred sixty seven boxes were taken to the local drop off site from our church. 
From there they will be taken to one of the five processing centers to be prepared for 
shipping to countries around the world. 
    I encourage you to continue to pray for those people your box will affect--not just the 
child who will receive your gift, but also their families, the workers who handle it, and 
those who distribute them and present the gospel message. 
     I thank God for his provision that allows us to be part this work and the opportunity to share the message 
of salvation.   
    Have a joyous Christmas as we celebrate the coming of our Savior.                          
Yvonne Woodworth 



              2017 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 

 

2 

4:00  Decorate       
Fellowship Hall 
  
5:00 Free  
Chili Dinner 

3 

9:30 Sunday 
         School 
 
10:45 Worship 

4 

 

 

 

5 

 
6:30 Leadership 
Team Meeting   

 

 

 

6 

 
6:30   Worship  
           Practice  
 

 

 

7 

 

 

 

8 

 

7:00 Christmas       

Concert 

 

 

9 

 
 
2:00 & 7:00 
Christmas        
Concert 

10 

9:30 Sunday                       

School 

10:45 Worship 
 
7:00 Christmas  
Concert   

11 

 

 

12                    

  
     
 

 

 

13 

6:30   Worship  
Practice  
 
7:00  Prayer Mtg. 
   and Bible Study 
 
 
 

14 

2:30 Hymn Sing  

 

 

 

 

15       

 

 

16 

10:00—Noon 
Breakfast in 
Bethlehem 

17 

9:30 Sunday 
         School 
10:45 Worship  

 

 

18 

 

19 
 

      6:30  Mary  
 Elizabeth  Circle 
 
 
6:30 Leadership 
Team Meeting    
 

20 

6:30   Worship  
           Practice  
7:00  Prayer Mtg. 
   and Bible Study 
 

21 
 
11:00 Martha 
           Circle  
 

 

 

22 

 

 

23 

Fellowship 

Hall reserved 

all day 

 

24              31 

9:30 Sunday 
         School 
10:45 Worship 
 
Christmas  Eve  
Candle light 
Service   6 p.m. 

25 

 

 

 

26 

  

 

27 

 
6:30   Worship  
           Practice  
7:00  Prayer Mtg. 
   and Bible Study 

28 

         

      

29 

 

30 



First Baptist Church 

85 West Jefferson St 

Jefferson OH  44047 

 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

2017 

440-576-1631 (Fax 440-576-1630) 

Email: fbcjefferson@outlook.com 

Sunday Services: 

9:30 am Sunday School 

10:45 am Morning Worship 


